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 Passive tenses are used more often in scientific 
writings in old days. 
 The device is fabricated through ...

 The samples are collected with ...

 Active tenses are more and more used since 2000s.
 In this paper, we demonstrate that ...

 Researchers have found that ...
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 Example
 The steps for synthesis followed a previously reported 

process (21). Briefly, adding equimolar amounts of citric 
acid (Fisher Scientific) and 1,8-octanediol (Alfa Aesar) to a 
500 ml round bottom flask prepared the system for 
esterification. A stream of N2 (500 ml/min) provided an inert 
atmosphere. Submerging the flask in a 140°C silicone oil 
bath under constant magnetic stirring melted the reactants 
after ~20 min. Reacting for an additional 30 min produced a 
viscous, clear prepolymer which was stored in sealed vials 
(21°C, 40% RH).

J. T. Reeder, et al., Science 377, 109 (2022)



Xing Sheng, EE@Tsinghua

Comparison

5
orange apple

 The number of students is greater than last year.

 There's more gas in his car compared to my car.

 Compared to yesterday, I feel a lot better. 
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 The amount of IC chips produced by China is more 
than USA.

Q: rewrite?
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 The amount of IC chips produced by China is more 
than USA.

 The amount of IC chips produced by China is more 
than that produced by USA.

 The IC chips produced by China are more than those
produced by USA. 

 China produces more IC chips than USA (does).

 Compared to USA, China produces more IC chips.
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 Figure 1 shows / provides / plots / illustrates / 
depicts /... 

 ... are listed / revealed in Figure 1.

 In Figure 1, we analyze / examine ...
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 As can be seen, ...

 One can observe that ... 

 It is worthwhile to note that ...

 Notably, ...

 The results suggest / indicate that ...

 We demonstrate ...
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 It is rare to ask direct questions.

 It is more often state questions indirectly.
 Researchers are now investigating whether the theory is 

valid.

 It is unclear what the oil price will be next year.

 The question remains whether it is possible to ...

 An experiment is designed to determine whether ...

 However, the system still has some problems. ...
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 To address this problem, scientists implement a 
solution based on ...

 We have made significant progress in overcoming
this difficulty by introducing ...

 Several options are available to tackle the challenge

 There are two possible ways to handle this issue.
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 An increase in demand causes a rise in prices.

 The tsunami is triggered by a powerful earthquake.

 The effect is attributed to electron-photon coupling.

 The solvent evaporates, with desired product 
generated in the container.

 A current is send through the material, (thus/thereby)
polarizing the electrons. 
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 Scientists are looking into the effects of this drug.

 Researchers have come up with a new design.

 This new system could get rid of many old problems.

 The world population has gone up to 7 billion.

Q: rewrite?
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 Scientists are looking into the effects of this drug.

investigating / analyzing

 Researchers have come up with a new design.

developed / created

 This new system could get rid of many old problems.

eliminate

 The world population has gone up to 7 billion.

reached
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 Adverbs tend to be within or near the verb

 Possibly, this argument enable them to arrive at a decision.

 This argument possibly enable them to arrive at a decision.

 This argument enable them to arrive at a decision, possibly.
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 This method really does require precision.

 Of course, at busy intersections slip lanes reduce 
traffic congestion.

 The results are really disappointing / good.

 As we all know, traffic congestion and build up at 
intersections wastes time and it also wastes fuel.

Q: rewrite?
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 This method really does require precision.

 Of course, at busy intersections slip lanes reduce 
traffic congestion.

Obviously / Apparently

 The results are really disappointing / good.

 As we all know, traffic congestion and build up at 
intersections wastes time and it also wastes fuel.

It is known that ...
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 There have been lots of interests in neural networks.

 Developing renewable energies are really important
to solve the environmental problems.

 The system did not provide much new information.

 People's interest in internet is getting bigger.

Q: rewrite?
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 There have been lots of interests in neural networks.

considerable

 Developing renewable energies are really important
to solve the environmental problems.     essential

 The system did not provide much new information.

little

 People's interest in internet is getting bigger.

increasing
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 Why did the bridge collapse? There're lots of 
reasons.

 So far there hasn't been much research on how 
conflict influences the level of trust and respect in a 
group.

Q: rewrite?
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 Why did the bridge collapse? There're lots of 
reasons.

 There are many factors that could cause the collapse 
of the bridge.

 So far there hasn't been much research on how 
conflict influences the level of trust and respect in a 
group. 

 Until now, the influence of conflict on the level of 
trust and respect in a group has been rarely studied.
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 The analysis did not yield many new results.

 The government did not allocate much funding for 
this program.

 This problem does not have many sustainable 
solutions.

Q: rewrite?
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 The analysis did not yield many new results.

yielded few

 The government did not allocate much funding for 
this program.            allocated little

 This problem does not have many sustainable 
solutions.                has few

Do not say "NO"
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 Erosion is a process during which the surface of the 
earth erodes.

 A light-emitting diode is a diode that emits light.
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 Erosion is a process during which the surface of the 
earth erodes.

 Erosion is a process during which the surface of the 
earth is degraded by the effects of the atmosphere, 
weather, and human activity.

 A light-emitting diode is a diode that emits light.

 A light-emitting diode is a semiconductor device that 
emits light when current flows through it.
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 10% of people in the city are infected by COVID-19. 
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 10% of people in the city are infected by COVID-19. 

 10% of people in the city are confirmed to be
infected by COVID-19.

 At least 10% of people in the city are infected by 
COVID-19.

 10% of people in the city have tested positive for 
COVID-19.
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 Pollution is a form of contamination resulting from 
human activity

 Pollution is a form of contamination often resulting 
from human activity

 Pollution is a form of contamination sometimes
resulting from human activity

 Severe seizures cause brain damage

 Severe seizures usually cause brain damage

 Severe seizures can cause brain damage

Q: differences?
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 We find that the temperature affects our samples.

 A long antenna was used to test the results.

 The tested group show significant differences from 
the control group.

Q: problems?
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 We find that the temperature affects our samples.

 We find that the size of our samples increases with
the temperature.

 A long antenna was used to test the results.

 An antenna with a length larger than 10 cm was used 
to test the results.

 The tested group show significant differences from 
the control group.

 The tested group show significant differences from 
the control group, in terms of their ...
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 The results (imply / indicate / elucidate / establish) 
that ... 

 The studies (question / challenge) the old theory. 

 Figure 2 (depicts / clarifies) the relationship between 
the two systems. 

Q: differences?


